
Feast of Christ the King 2021 

Some of may be of an age to remember a poplar, biblically inspired film dating back nearly seventy years, which was 

based on a best-selling novel, “The Robe”. The setting for one key Scene is Palm Sunday. There is a commotion. A crowd 

gathers, and a slave, Demetrius is among them. He pushed his way through the crowd hoping to see the center of 

attraction.  

Jesus then appears. 

Demetrius is close enough to see his face. It was a special moment, an unforgettable moment, a life-changing moment. 

Later, another slave asked, “did you see him close up?’ 

Demetrius nodded his head. 

“Is he a king?” 

“No, not a king”. 

“What is he, then?” Demanded the other lave 

“I don’t know. But he is more than a king.” 

How are we to understand Demetrius’s answer? 

Today’s gospel reading from John’s account of the political trial of Jesus may afford us a clue. 

In all four gospels, Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus offers no direct answer. He is intentionally evasive. 

Jesus knew what Pilate meant by king: One more earthly ruler obsessed with power and all too willing to use violence to 

preserve it, The mark of the worldly kingdom is the maintenance of order through force and fear. 

Christ is not a king like the rulers of the earth and his church is not a worldly power. Christ is not to be confused with 

Caesar or Napoleon or any modern day tyrant. 

The kingship that Christ represents is a ruling ordered to the truth. Jesus came “To testify to the truth”. Jesus said to 

Pilate, “”For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 

listens to my voice” (Jn.18:37). In the words of the late Father Raymond Brown, a distinguished scripture scholar,  

“Jesus can testify to the truth because he belongs to what is above and is the only one who has come down from 

heaven, thus he has seen what the Father does and has heard what the Father has said.” 

Jesus guides people to the truth, which is another way of saying toward good. 

In the last one hundred years many so-called celebrities have been nicknamed “king”. One recalls the actor Clark Gable 

(the king of Hollywood), Elvis Presley (the king of rock and roll), Steve McQeen (the King of cool) and more recently, the 

basketball player, Lebron James (King James). We admire them for their exceptional talents, but they require nothing of 

us, no sacrifice. 

As King of Kings, Jesus is one to whom total allegiance, unquestioned loyalty, is due. He is not subject to the people, but 

is one who commands and leads them. 

In our secular culture there are loud voices that want Christ to abdicate his throne by having the Church abandon the 

truths of the faith.  

Dr. Edward Martin, a parishioner and biblical scholar, asks a pointed question: Who exercises authority in our lives. Too 

often we hear the shrill voices of those who say, “Nobody tells me what to do, I’ll decide for myself”. Such persons make 

themselves the ultimate authorities. 

Jesus is our supreme authority. 

Today, we are asked to make a pledge of allegiance to Jesus as ruler of our lives. 


